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Education

1976 Ph.D., Sociology, Princeton University.
1972 M.A., Sociology, Princeton University.

1969 B.A., Economics, Magna cum Laude, Rice University.

Teaching Positions

1992- Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Oregon
(Associate Department Head, 2001-2005).

1988-89 Visiting Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Hawaii at Manoa.
1985-86 Visiting Professor, Sociology Institute, University of Amsterdam.

1983-92 Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Oregon.
1978-83 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Oregon.
1976-77 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Queens College, CUNY.

1974-76 Instructor, Department of Sociology, Queens College, CUNY.

Awards and Grants
2004 Faculty Summer Research Award, University of Oregon ($4,500).

2002 Educational Technology Curriculum Development Grant, University of
Oregon ($15,000).

2000 Digital Materials Development Grant, Northwest Academic Computing
Consortium ($5,000).

1994 Faculty Summer Research Award, University of Oregon ($4,500).



1990
1987
1983
1979
1969
1969
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Curriculum Development Grant, Ford Foundation ($5,000).
Faculty Summer Research Award, University of Oregon ($4,000).
Faculty Summer Research Award, University of Oregon ($4,000).
Faculty Summer Research Award, University of Oregon ($4,000).
Woodrow Wilson Fellow, Rice University.

Phi Beta Kappa, Rice University.

Publications

Articles and Book Chapters

2008

2008

2007

2007

2005

2004

2004

2001

2001

2000

“From Vietnam to Iraq: Continuity and Change in Between-Group Differences
in Support for Military Action.” Social Problems, Vol. 55 (forthcoming).

“The Interlock Structure of the Policy-Planning Network and the Right Turn in
U.S. State Policy.” Research in Political Sociology, Vol. 17 (forthcoming).

“Fordism and Positivism in U.S. Sociology,” Social Science History, Vol. 31,
No. 1, pp. 93-104.

“Network Perspectives on the Diffusion of Innovation.” Pp. 151-62 in Roberta
Spalter-Roth, Norman Fortenberry, and Barbara Lovitts (eds.), The Acceptance
and Diffusion of Innovation. Washington, DC: American Sociological
Association.

“Interlocking Directorates and Political Cohesion among Corporate Elites,”
American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 111, No. 1, pp. 249-83.

“The Academic Caste System: Prestige Hierarchies in Ph.D. Exchange
Networks.” American Sociological Review, Vol. 69, No. 2, pp. 239-64.

“The Future of Class Analysis.” Pp. 133-38 in Rhonda F. Levine (ed.),
Enriching the Sociological Imagination. Boston: Brill Academic Publishers.

“The Two Faces of Capital: Corporations and Individual Capitalists as Political
Actors.” American Sociological Review, Vol. 66, No. 3, pp. 361-81.

“Small Business, Status Politics, and the Social Base of New Christian Right
Activism.” Critical Sociology, Vol. 27, No. 1, pp. 29-55.

“The Myth of Old Money Liberalism: The Politics of the Forbes 400 Richest
Americans.” Social Problems, Vol. 47, No. 3, pp. 360-78.



2000

1999

1994

1992

1992

1992

1991

1991

1990

1990

1988
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“White Supremacist Networks on the Internet” (Val Burris, Emery Smith, and
Ann Strahm). Sociological Focus, Vol. 33, No. 2, pp. 215-35.

“The Old Middle Class in Newly Industrialized Countries: Historical,
Comparative, and Theoretical Perspectives.” Pp. 435-54 in Michael Hsiao
(ed.), East Asian Middle Classes in Comparative Perspective. Taipei:
Academia Sinica Press.

“The Sociology of Social Movements: An Annotated Bibliography of Course
Materials on Women of Color.” Pp. 327-39 in Liza Fiol-Matta and Mariam K.
Chamberlain (eds.), Women of Color and the Multicultural Curriculum:
Transforming the College Classroom. New York: Feminist Press.

“Elite Policy-Planning Networks in the United States.” Pp. 111-34 in Gwen
Moore and J. Allen Whitt (eds.), Research in Politics and Society, VVol. 4, The
Political Consequences of Social Networks. Greenwich, CT: JAI Press.

“Late Industrialization and Class Formation in East Asia.” Pp. 245-83 in Paul
Zarembka (ed.), Research in Political Economy, Vol. 13. Greenwich, CT: JAI
Press.

“PACs, Interlocks, and Regional Differences in Corporate Conservatism.”
American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 97, No. 5, pp. 1451-56.

“Director Interlocks and the Political Behavior of Corporations and Corporate
Elites.” Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 72, No. 3, pp. 537-51.

“Academic Freedom, Conspicuous Benevolence, and the National Association
of Scholars” (\Val Burris and Sara Diamond). Critical Sociology, Vol. 18, No.
3, pp. 125-42.

Reprinted in Larry T. Reynolds (ed.), Self-Analytical Sociology: Essays and
Explorations in the Reflexive Mode, pp. 145-76. Rockport, TX: Magner
Publishers (2000).

“The Politics of Capitalist Class Segments: A Test of Corporate Liberalism
Theory” (Val Burris and James Salt). Social Problems, Vol. 37, No.3, pp. 341-
59.

“Classes in Contemporary Capitalist Society: Recent Marxist and Weberian
Perspectives.” Pp. 55-74 in Stewart R. Clegg (ed.), Organization Theory and
Class Analysis. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter & Company.

“New Directions in Class Analysis.” Critical Sociology, Vol. 15, No. 1, pp.
57-66.

Reprinted in Erik Olin Wright et al., The Debate on Classes, pp.157-67.
London: Verso (1989).
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1988 “Reification: A Marxist Perspective.” California Sociologist, Vol. 10, No. 1,
pp. 22-43.

1987 “The Political Partisanship of American Business: A Study of Corporate
Political Action Committees.” American Sociological Review, Vol. 52, No. 6,
pp. 732-44.

1987 “Business Support for the New Right.” Socialist Review, Vol. 17, No. 1, pp.
33-63.

1987 “The Neo-Marxist Synthesis of Marx and Weber on Class.” Pp. 67-90 in
Norbert Wiley (ed.), The Marx-Weber Debate. Newbury Park, CA: Sage
Publications.

Reprinted in Zona Abierta, No. 59/60, pp. 127-56. Madrid: Editorial Pablo
Iglesias (1992).

1987 “Class Structure and Political Ideology.” The Insurgent Sociologist, VVol. 14,
No. 2, pp. 5-46.

Reprinted in H. Chowdhury (ed.), Studies in Social Relations, pp. 201-33.
Dhaka, Bangladesh: Bangla Academy Press (1997).

Reprinted in From the Pages of the Insurgent Sociologist, Special Issue of
Critical Sociology, Vol. 25, No. 2/3, pp. 308-32 (1999).

Reprinted in Rhonda F. Levine (ed.), Enriching the Sociological Imagination,
pp. 139-64. Boston: Brill Academic Publishers (2004).

1986 “The Discovery of the New Middle Class.” Theory and Society, VVol. 15, No. 3,
pp. 317-49.

Reprinted in Arthur J. Vidich (ed.), The New Middle Classes, pp. 15-54.
London: Macmillan Press (1995).

1985 “Reindustrialization: Myth or Reality?”” The Insurgent Sociologist, Vol. 13,
No. 1-2, pp. 105-12.

1984 “The Meaning of the Gender Gap.” Journal of Political and Military
Sociology, Vol. 12, No. 2, pp. 335-43.

1984 “The Politics of Marxist Crisis Theory.” Pp. 237-67 in Paul Zarembka (ed.),
Research in Political Economy, Vol. 7. Greenwich, CT: JAI Press.

1983 “Comparing Models of Class Structure” (Robert M. O’Brien and Val Burris).
Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 64, No. 3, pp. 445-59.



1983

1983

1983

1983

1982

1982

1982

1981

1980

1980

1979

1978
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“Office Automation and its Impact on Women Workers” (Amy Wharton and
Val Burris). Humboldt Journal of Social Relations, Vol. 10, No. 2, pp. 112-26.

“The Social and Political Consequences of Overeducation.” American
Sociological Review, Vol. 48, No. 4, pp. 454-67.

“Stages in the Development of Economic Concepts.” Human Relations, Vol.
36, No. 9, pp. 791-812.

“Who Opposed the ERA? An Analysis of the Social Bases of Antifeminism.”
Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 64, No. 2, pp. 305-17.

“The Child’s Conception of Economic Relations: A Study of Cognitive
Socialization.” Sociological Focus, Vol. 15, No. 4, pp. 307-25.

“Sex Segregation in the U.S. Labor Force” (Val Burris and Amy Wharton).
Review of Radical Political Economics, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 43-56.

“The Dialectic of Women’s Oppression: Notes on the Relation Between
Capitalism and Patriarchy.” Berkeley Journal of Sociology, Vol. 27, pp. 51-74.

“Marxism and Structuralism,” Pp. 57-86 in Scott G. McNall and Gary N.
Howe (eds.), Current Perspectives in Social Theory, Vol. 2. Greenwich, CT:
JAI Press.

“Class Formation and Transformation in Advanced Capitalist Societies: A
Comparative Analysis.” Social Praxis, Vol. 7, No. 3, pp. 147-79.

“Capital Accumulation and the Rise of the New Middle Class.” Review of
Radical Political Economics, Vol. 12, No. 1, pp. 17-34.

“The Structuralist Influence in Marxist Theory and Research.” The Insurgent
Sociologist, Vol. 9, No. 1, pp. 4-17.

“Advertising and Cultural Reproduction.” Harvard Educational Review, Vol.
48, No. 3, pp. 400-07.

Edited Volumes

1989

1979

New Directions in Power Structure Research. Special Double Issue of Critical
Sociology, Vol. 16, No. 2/3.

Marxism and Structuralism. Special Issue of The Insurgent Sociologist, VVol. 9,
No. 1.
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Book Reviews

2006 Review of Mino Vianello and Gwen Moore, Women and Men in Political and
Business Elites. Appears in Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 35, No. 4, pp. 364-
65.

2005 Review of Kevin T. Leicht (ed.), Research in Social Stratification and
Mobility, Vol. 20. Appears in Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 34, No. 2, pp.
136-37.

2005 “Overeducation: Then and Now.” Review essay on lvar Berg, Education and
Jobs: The Great Training Robbery. Appears in Work and Occupations, Vol.
32, No. 3, pp. 319-21.

2002 Review of Leslie Sklair, The Transnational Capitalist Class. Appears in
Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 31, No. 4, pp. 416-17.

1995 Review of Christopher Lasch, Revolt of the Elites. Appears in Contemporary
Sociology, Vol. 24, No. 6, pp. 765-66.

1995 Review of Michael Useem, Executive Defense: Shareholder Power and
Corporate Reorganization. Appears in Work and Occupations, Vol. 22, No. 1,
pp. 94-105.

1994 Review of Dan Clawson, Alan Neustadtl, and Denise Scott, Money Talks:
Corporate PACs and Political Influence. Appears in Sociological Inquiry, Vol.
64, No. 3, pp. 359-60.

1992 Review of Alan Wolfe, Whose Keeper? Social Science and Moral Obligation.
Appears in Review of Radical Political Economics, Vol. 24, No. 1, pp. 151-53.

1991 Review of Linda A. Bergthold, Purchasing Power in Health: Business, the
State, and Health Care Politics. Appears in American Journal of Sociology,
Vol. 96, No. 4, pp. 1016-17.

1991 Review of Bryan S. Turner, Status. Appears in Critical Sociology, Vol. 18, No.
2, pp. 132-35.

1990 Review of Paul Kamolnick, Classes: A Marxist Critique. Appears in Social
Forces, Vol. 69, No. 2, pp. 658-59.

1988 Review of Rhonda F. Levine and Jerry Lembcke (eds.), Recapturing Marxism:
An Appraisal of Recent Trends in Sociological Theory. Appears in
Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 17, No. 6, pp. 841-42.

1987 “Limits of the Left.” Review of Mike Davis, Prisoners of the American
Dream. Appears in Socialist Review, No. 95, pp. 142-47.



1984

1983

1982

1982

1981

1980

1979
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Review of Charles Derber (ed.), Professionals as Workers: Mental Labor in
Advanced Capitalism. Appears in Sociology and Social Research, Vol. 68, No.
2, pp. 284-85.

Review of Frank Parkin, Marxism and Class Theory: A Bourgeois Critique.
Appears in The Insurgent Sociologist. VVol. 11, No. 4, pp. 117-20.

“Reading Marx.” Review essay on Carol C. Gould, Marx’s Social Ontology;
Paul Phillips, Marx and Engels on Law and Laws; and Isidor Wallimann,
Estrangement: Marx’s Conception of Human Nature and the Division of
Labor. Appears in Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 11, No. 6, pp. 642-44.

Review of Leon Grunberg, Failed Multinational Ventures: The Political
Economy of International Divestments. Appears in Contemporary Sociology,
Vol. 11, No. 4, pp. 424-25.

Review of Scott G. McNall (ed.), Theoretical Perspectives in Sociology.
Appears in Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 10, No. 3, pp. 471-72.

Review of Paul Willis, Learning to Labour: How Working Class Kids Get
Working Class Jobs. Appears in Harvard Educational Review, Vol. 50, No. 4,
pp. 523-26.

“Class and Politics in Advanced Capitalism.” Review of Erik Olin Wright,
Class, Crisis and the State. Appears in Socialist Review, Vol. 9, No. 5, pp.
135-42.

Invited Lectures and Participation at Professional Meetings

2007

2007

2007

2006

2006

2005

Lansdowne Lecture, University of Victoria, Victoria, BC.

Invited panelist for a special thematic session on “"Funding the Left and the
Right.” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, New York.

Invited speaker on the topic of “The Structure of the Policy Planning
Network.” Poli-ties Workshop: Politicized Economies and Marketized Parties
in Network Perspective. Harriman Institute, Columbia University, New York.

Presented paper, “Interlocking Directorates and Political Mobilization:
Evidence from the United States.” International Conference on Politics and
Interlocking Directorates, Barcelona, Spain.

Invited participant at a workshop on “Social Dynamics of Campus Change.”
National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC.

Invited speaker on the topic of “Power Structure Research.” International
Conference on Wealth and Power, Berlin, Germany.



2005

2005

2004

2002

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998

1998

1997

1996

1995
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Invited panelist for a thematic session on “The Politics of Method in the
Human Sciences.” Annual Meeting of the Social Science History Association,
Portland, Oregon.

Organizer of session on “Marxism and Critical Theory.” Annual Meeting of
the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia.

Presented paper, “From Vietnam to Irag: Continuity and Change in Public
Attitudes to War in the Post-Vietnam Era.” Annual Meeting of the American
Sociological Association, San Francisco.

Presented paper, “The McPolicy Network: The Marketing of Conservative
Ideas by State-Level Think Tanks.” Annual Meeting of the American
Sociological Association, Chicago.

Presented paper, “Social Networks and Political Cohesion among Corporate
Elites.” Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, Vancouver,
British Columbia.

Presented paper, “Small Business, Status Politics, and the Social Base of New
Christian Right Activism.” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological
Association, Anaheim, California.

Presented paper, “The Myth of Old Money Liberalism: The Politics of the
Forbes 400 Richest Americans.” Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological
Association, San Diego.

Organizer of session on “The Future of Critical Sociology.” Annual Meeting
of the American Sociological Association, Chicago.

Presented paper, “Right-Wing Realignment and Changes in the Structure of the
Policy-Planning Network.” Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological
Association, San Francisco.

Presented paper, “Doing Power Structure Research on the Internet.” Annual
Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, San Francisco.

Presented paper, “Neo-Nazi Networks on the Internet” (Val Burris, Emery
Smith, and Ann Strahm). Conference of the International Network for Social
Network Analysis, San Diego.

Presented paper, “The Social Base of Christian Right Activism.” International
Sociological Association Conference: “Globalization and Collective Action,”
Santa Cruz, California.

Presented paper, “Corporations and the Capitalist Class: Organizational versus
Individual Logics of Political Action.” Annual Meeting of the American
Sociological Association, Washington, D.C.



1994

1993

1993

1993

1992

1992

1991

1991

1991

1990

1989

1989

1987
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Presented paper, “The Old Middle Class in Newly Industrialized Countries:
Historical, Comparative, and Theoretical Perspectives.” International
Conference on East Asian Middle Classes and National Development in
Comparative Perspective, Taipei, Taiwan.

Presented paper, “Race and Gender Differences in Attitudes to the Persian
Gulf War.” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Miami.

Presented paper, “Political Correctness: The Debate Continues” (Val Burris
and Sara Diamond). Annual Meeting of the American Sociological
Association, Miami.

Presented paper, “The Interlock Structure of the Policy-Planning Network.”
European Conference on Social Network Analysis, Munich, Germany.

Organizer of session on “Perspectives on Cuban Socialism.” Annual Meeting
of the American Sociological Association, Pittsburgh.

Presented paper, “Race, Gender, and the Response to War.” Brookings
Institution Conference: “The Political Consequences of War,” Washington,
D.C.

Presented paper, “Late Industrialization and Class Formation in East Asia.”
Asia Research Centre Conference: “Emerging Social Forces in Asia,”
Murdoch University, Perth, Australia.

Presented paper, “Elite Policy-Planning Networks in the United States.”
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Cincinnati.

Presented paper, “Policy-Planning Networks and the Rightward Shift in U.S.
State Policy.” European Conference on Social Network Analysis, Paris,
France.

Presented paper, “Capitalist Class Segments and the Rightward Shift in U.S.
State Policy.” University of Amsterdam Conference: “After the Crisis,”
Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Presented paper, “The Politics of Capitalist Class Segments: A Test of
Corporate Liberalism Theory” (Val Burris and James Salt). Annual Meeting of
the American Sociological Association, San Francisco.

Presented paper, “Director Interlocks and Corporate Political Behavior.”
European Conference on Social Network Analysis, Groningen, The
Netherlands.

Presented paper, “New Directions in Class Analysis.” Annual Meeting of the
American Sociological Association, Chicago.



1987

1986

1985

1985

1985

1984

1983

1983

1983

1983

1982

1982

1982
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Presented paper, “Classes in Contemporary Capitalist Society: Recent Marxist
and Weberian Perspectives.” Annual Conference of the European Group on
Organization Studies, Antwerp, Belgium.

Organizer of session on “Issues of Class Analysis.” Annual Meeting of the
American Sociological Association, New York.

Presented paper, “The Neo-Marxist Synthesis of Marx and Weber on Class.”
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, D.C.

Presented paper, “Business Support for the New Right” (Val Burris and James
Salt). Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington,
D.C.

Organizer of session on “Political Sociology.” Annual Meeting of the Pacific
Sociological Association, Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Presented paper, “Southern Capitalists, the New Right, and Central America.”
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Antonio,
Texas.

Presented paper, “Beyond Reaganomics: Corporatist and Neoliberal Strategies
for Economic Recovery.” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological
Association, Detroit.

Presented paper, “Comparing Models of Class Structure” (Robert M. O’Brien
and Val Burris). Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association,
Detroit.

Presented paper, “Who Opposed the ERA? An Analysis of the Social Bases of
Antifeminism.” Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, San
Jose, California.

Presented paper, “Recent Controversies in the Marxist Theory of Class
Structure.” University of Manitoba Faculty of Arts Conference, “Marxism: The
Next Two Decades,” Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Presented paper, “The Discovery of the New Middle Class.” Annual Meeting
of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco.

Presented paper, “The Politics of Marxist Crisis Theory.” Annual Meeting of
the American Sociological Association, San Francisco.

Presented paper, “The Social and Political Consequences of Overeducation.”
Tenth World Congress of Sociology, Mexico City.



1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

1980

1980

1979

1979

1977
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Presented paper, “Sex Segregation in the U.S. Labor Force” (Val Burris and
Amy Wharton). Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Social
Problems, Toronto, Ontario.

Organizer and presider of session on “Ideology and Class Consciousness.”
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Toronto, Ontario.

Presented paper, “The Child’s Conception of Economic Relations: A Study of
Cognitive Socialization.” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological
Association, Toronto, Ontario.

Organizer and presider of session on “Women and the State.” Annual Meeting
of the Pacific Sociological Association, Portland, Oregon.

Presented paper, “Class Structure and Political Ideology.” Annual Meeting of
the Pacific Sociological Association, Portland, Oregon.

Presented paper, “The Dialectic of Women’s Oppression: Notes on the
Relation Between Capitalism and Patriarchy.” Annual Meeting of the
American Sociological Association, New York.

Presented paper, “Clerical Work as Women’s Work: The Organization and
Development of Female Labor” (Amy Wharton and Val Burris). UCSC
Conference on the Labor Process, Santa Cruz, California.

Presented paper, “Class Formation and Transformation in Advanced Capitalist
Societies.” Third Annual Political Economy of the World System Conference,
Binghamton, New York.

Presented paper, “Methodological Issues in Class Analysis.” Annual Meeting
of the American Sociological Association, Boston.

Presented paper, “The Study of Cognitive Socialization.” Annual Meeting of
the American Association for Public Opinion Research, Asheville, North
Carolina.

Other Professional Activities

2004-

2003-

1998-
1991-97

1992-95

Editorial Board, Research in Political Sociology.

Editorial Board, Brill Academic Publishers, Studies in Critical Social Sciences
monograph series.

Editorial Board, Critical Sociology.
Editor, Critical Sociology.

Associate Editor, American Sociological Review.



1983-93
1986-90

1978-
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Editorial Board, Social Science Quarterly.
Associate Editor, Current Perspectives in Social Theory.

Reviewer for Administrative Science Quarterly, American Journal of
Sociology, American Sociological Review, Broadview Press, Current
Perspectives in Social Theory, European Sociological Review, Guilford
Publications, Journal of Political and Military Sociology, National Science
Foundation, Political Power and Social Theory, Research in Political
Economy, Research in Political Sociology, Research in Social Stratification
and Mobility, Review of Radical Political Economics, Rowman and Littlefield
Publishers, Rutgers University Press, Sage Publications, Social Forces, Social
Problems, Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada, Social
Science Quarterly, Sociological Focus, Sociological Forum, Sociological
Inquiry, Sociological Perspectives, Sociological Quarterly, Sociological
Theory, Sociology of Education, Temple University Press, Theory and Society,
University of California Press, Westview Press, Work and Occupations.

Departmental Service (last 5 years)

2007-08

2006-07

2005-06

2004-05

2003-04

Staff Development Committee (chair)
Sixth Year Post-tenure Review Committee
Course Reduction Review Committee

On Sabbatical Leave

Staff Development Committee (chair)
Departmental Executive Committee

Sixth Year Post-tenure Review Committee
Tenure Review Committee

Associate Department Head
Departmental Executive Committee
Third-Year Pre-tenure Review Committee

Associate Department Head

Departmental Executive Committee

Third Year Pre-tenure Review Committee
Sixth Year Post-tenure Review Committee

University Service (last 5 years)

2007-08

2006-07

Graduate Council

On Sabbatical Leave
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2005-06 College Adviser, College of Arts and Sciences
Graduate Council
University Library Committee

2004-05 College Adviser, College of Arts and Sciences
Oregon Survey Research Laboratory (OSRL) Advisory Committee
University Library Committee

2003-04 College Adviser, College of Arts and Sciences
Oregon Survey Research Laboratory (OSRL) Advisory Committee
University Library Committee (chair)



