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Fall 2022 

Dear friends, alumni, and members of the UO Sociology Department! 

  
I am delighted to pass along some news on our amazing program. Like many other 
departments at the University of Oregon, we welcomed a larger than typical 
incoming student body full of energy, ideas, and diverse experiences in the wake of 
the previous Covid years. Our large graduate student cohort is an impressive bunch 
with a wide range of social and sociological interests and backgrounds. As Graduate 
Employee graders and assistants, they are already enriching our undergraduate 
program as well. We are fortunate. Faculty continue to inspire the sociological 
imagination as mentors, teachers, and scholars. We are excited to welcome to our 
ranks two new Career Instructors (Dr. Stephanie Wiley and Dr. Michael Brown) in 
the coming months, as well as ongoing pro tem faculty (Dr. Tim Ingalsbee). You 
can read more about some of the recent achievements of faculty in the rest of the 
newsletter. 

  
Staff across the College of Arts & Sciences have dealt with a big shuffle as we shift 
toward a shared services framework. We are pleased to welcome new staff in this 
larger network of support and guidance to students and faculty. Teri Rowe, formerly 
the Business Manager for Sociology is now a Director for Academic Support Units 
within the College – congrats on the big move Teri! Sheila Keen stepped in from 
Psychology to serve in leadership as the Associate Director for Sociology (as well 
as Political Science, Economics, and the General Social Sciences). A number of 
new staff joined the team as others migrated to other units in the new college 
configuration. I extend my gratitude to all staff members who have made juggling 
this transition feasible: Sharon Kaplan, Mike Peixoto, Chris Blum, Katie Murray, 
and Lisa Emanuel; and to the new staff who are making it flow, Rachel Claric, 
Peter Coury, Dan O’Neil, Grace Godfrey, and of course Sheila Keen! 

 

 



As sociology speaks an enduring relevance to our times and inspires solutions to 
persistent social and environmental problems, I offer my warm wishes to all in the 
coming winter holidays and new year. 
  
Faculty Research Notes 

 
Professor Michael Dreiling completed co-editing Volume 13 of the Journal for 
Academic Freedom and coauthored (with Pedro García-Caro) the Introduction, 
“Memory Laws or Gag Laws? Disinformation Meets Academic Freedom,” November 
2022. The volume addresses recent bans on teaching about race and racism, 
statewide gag orders on teachers who reference Critical Race Theory, and more. 
The journal can be accessed online here. Additionally, Dreiling’s paper with 
Tomoyasu Nakamura, and Yvonne Braun won a 2022 Best Paper Award at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Social Problems. The paper is titled, 
“Nuclear Denial in Japan: The Network Power of an Energy Industrial Complex.” 
Finally, Michael also appeared on Think Out Loud with Dave Miller on Oregon 
Public Broadcasting to talk about threats to academic freedom and the University of 
Oregon’s national conference on the subject. Learn more here. 
  
Professor John Foster won the 2022 Paul Sweezy Marxist Sociology Book Award 
for The Return of Nature: Socialism and Ecology (Monthly Review Press, 2020). 
  
Assistant Professor Claire Herbert and colleagues published the article, "A 
Typology of Informal Housing in the United States: Lessons for Planners" in Journal 
of Planning Education and Research. Read the article here. 



  
During 2022, Professor Emeritus Ken Liberman published two books: a 500-page 
study of professional coffee tasters in 14 countries, Tasting Coffee: An Inquiry into 
Objectivity (SUNY Press) and a collection of poems about the wilderness areas of 
Siskiyou County, Streams, Lakes, Trees and Trails of the Salmon Mountains 
(Salmon River Restoration Council). The latter book can be purchased at Tsunami 
Books and Smith’s Family Bookstore. 
  
Associate Professor Krystale Littlejohn was quoted in articles for the BBC, the 
New York Times, and WIRED for stories on interest in vasectomies and sterilization 
after the overturn of Roe v. Wade. 
  
The Associated Press and Washington Post covered the historic planned demolition 
of the Klamath River Dams, a major focus of Professor Kari Norgaard's work. 
  
Associate Professor C.J. Pascoe submitted her book manuscript, Nice is Not 
Enough: Inequality and the Limits of Kindness at American High for publication at 
University of California Press. UC Press describes the book saying, "Based on two 
years of research at American High, Nice Is Not Enough shares striking dispatches 
from one high school’s “regime of kindness” to underline how the culture operates 
as a band-aid on persistent inequalities. Through incisive storytelling and thoughtful 
engagement with students, this brilliant study by C.J. Pascoe exposes 
uncomfortable truths about American politics and our reliance on individual solutions 
instead of profound systemic change." 
  
Congratulations to Drs. Clare Rosenfield Evans and Krystale Littlejohn on their 
promotions to Associate Professor! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student News 
  

  
A recent publication by grad students Amanda Sikirica and Nick Theis, with UO 
alum Mauricio Betancourt, explores the unexpected relationship between 
hydroelectricity generation and agricultural methane emissions. You can read more 
about the article here. 
  
Kathryn Norton-Smith successfully defended her dissertation, "Off-Time Illness: 
When Young Adults Get Illnesses Associated with Old Age." 
  
Kristen Vinyeta co-won the Environmental Sociology section Marvin E Olsen 
Student Paper Award for "Under The Guise of Science: How the US Forest Service 
Deployed Settler Colonial and Racist Logics to Advance An Unsubstantiated Fire 
Suppression Agenda." 
  
Mahindra Mohan Kumar presented with friends on the Housing Needs 
Assessment conducted within Latinx and Indigenous communities in Southern 
Oregon after the Almeda Fire, led by Coalición Fortaleza with support from CASA of 
Oregon.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



Alumni News 
  

  
Congratulations to our newly-minted Ph.D.s (since May 1, 2022): Kathryn Norton-
Smith, Sarah Ahmed, Lola Loustanau, Diego Contreras Medrano, Michelle 
Alexander and Ken Hanson! 
  
Dr. Diego Contreras Medrano accepted a position in the Oregon Department of 
Education doing research and evaluation of education for the children of migrant 
farmworkers. 

Stay tuned for more updates in the spring! 
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