
Summer 2022

From the Department Head

Dear Friends, Alumni, and Members of the UO Department of

Sociology:

Summer is starting as we put another extremely complicated

academic year to bed. For those who participated in the 2022

commencement ceremonies, the heavy rains seemed to

simultaneously reflect that difficult year and wash it away. I

am not sure if the families and friends of our graduates felt

that way while it was pouring, but I imagine that after the

rains subsided the joy and celebration defined the moment. Congratulations to the class of

2022!

There were many highlights and proud moments for UO Sociology this last year. Among them,

we were fortunate to have Sarita Gupta, vice president of the Ford Foundation, spend a

significant portion of the Spring term 2022 in residence at the UO Department of Sociology.

Sarita was the 2021-22 Wayne Morse Chair and our department was involved in multiple events

relating to her visit, including her book launch: The Future We Need: Organizing for a Better

Democracy in the Twenty-First Century, co-authored by Sarita Gupta and Erica Smiley (Cornell

University Press).

As we navigated the pandemic over the course of the last academic year, we also explored ways

to blend in-person, hybrid, and online events. Our colloquia and social gatherings were a

welcome site for supporting the growth of our academic community as well as mitigating risks

for illness. We consciously choose outdoor venue for gatherings and worked to restore

connection and community where feasible. Many of these opportunities were welcome to

students, faculty, and staff alike. These events, and the small grants fellowships that create

research opportunities for our graduate students, were in large part supported by you, our



alumni. Thank you for helping us sustain, renew, and build new departmental bridges that

combine to enrich our excellent academic program.

If you happen to be in the Los Angeles area, either for the ASA meeting or for some other

purpose, please drop by the UO Sociology Happy Hour from 5-8pm on Sunday, August 7th at the

Prank Bar in downtown LA.  A variety of appetizers and small dishes (including vegan and

gluten-free options) will be served alongside an open bar.

Yours warmly,

Michael Dreiling

Faculty Research Notes



We are excited to celebrate the promotions of Clare Evans and Krystale

Littlejohn to Associate Professors with indefinite tenure! Their

promotion materials acknowledge their many contributions to the

department, the university, and the wider research community.

Congratulations, Professor Evans and Professor Littlejohn!

Assistant Professor Claire Herbert was awarded a $20k grant from the

Sociological Initiatives Foundation for a participatory action component

of her new research project, “When Home is Illegal: How Law and

Governance Shape Informal Housing in Lane County.” Professor Herbert

will be working with a local nonprofit to identify regulatory changes that

can help reduce the harms of unsheltered homelessness and promote

safety and stability for community members without access to conventional housing.

Associate Professor Raoul Liévanos was recently interviewed by UO Today - an in-depth

interview program hosted by Paul Peppis, director of the Oregon Humanities Center. In this

interview, Professor Liévanos offers insight into how he became a sociologist and provides an

overview of his research. You can watch the interview here.

The department continues to house the journal Socius, the open access

journal of the American Sociological Association. In the two years that it

has been at the UO, Socius has nearly doubled its submissions and

currently publishes over 100 peer reviewed articles a year. Co-edited by

Associate Professors Aaron Gullickson, Ryan Light and CJ Pascoe, the

journal published half of the top-20 downloaded articles published by the

ASA during 2021. Visit Socius’s website to view sociological research that

is freely available around the world.

For additional faculty research highlights, see here.

Our intellectual community continues to be enriched by our vibrant colloquium series where

many faculty members, graduate students, and guests deliver both in-person and remote talks

on their research. If you would like to know about future colloquium events, please email

sociology@uoregon.edu or follow the department on Twitter @OregonSociology.

Student News

Congratulations to the 115 new graduates who have earned

their BA or BS degrees in Sociology at the University of

Oregon in 2022! This outstanding class of students features

twenty-one majors with Latin Honors, and eleven new

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tySZFsUooJ0
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/srd
https://sociology.uoregon.edu/category/department-news/
mailto:sociology@uoregon.edu
https://twitter.com/oregonsociology?lang=en


members of Phi Beta Kappa. This is an exceptionally accomplished graduating class.

Seven students received departmental honors recognition at graduation and at a celebratory

banquet hosted by Professor Jessica Vasquez-Tokos, Director of Undergraduate Studies. To earn

departmental honors, students must complete a substantial thesis consisting of original

research. In her thesis, for example, Courtney Bourn asks, ““How do anti-human-trafficking

organizations utilize Evangelical beliefs about sex to control the moral narrative of sex work?”

She finds that both secular and faith-based organizations depict sex work as deviant,

exploitative, and as never a choice or valid career. Ethan Guo set out to study “victims

advocates” and survivors of crimes in his honors thesis.  With an eye toward the criminal justice

system, this project uncovers reasons behind whether or not survivors engage in prosecution.

Congratulations to all of the graduates earning departmental honors: Courtney Bourn, Katie

Clarke, Guwo Duku, Adriana Grant, Gabe Gravielle, Ethan Guo, Shawn Gutierrez, Lauren

Monkewicz, Megan Willhoite.

Graduate Program Update Congratulations to those completing MA and PhD degrees during

the 2021-2022 school year!

The following have earned their PhD in Sociology this year:

● Sarah Ahmed, “Women’s Empowerment through Polio Eradication: Agency and

Representation of Lady Health Workers in Pakistan”

● Michelle J. Alexander, “Roles of the Dice: Community and Culture in Roleplaying Game”

● Mauricio Betancourt de la Parra, “Ecological Imperialism: A Holistic Analysis of the

Guano Trade in Nineteenth Century Peru”

● Diego Contreras-Medrano, “The Harvest of Farmworkers Never Ends: Farm Labor

Contractors and the Reproduction of Precarity in the Willamette Valley”

● Kenneth R. Hanson, “The Silicone Self: An Ethnography of the Love and Sex Doll

Community”

● Dolores Loustaunau, “The Hands That Feed Us: Experiences of Migrant Food Processing

Workers”

● Kirsten Vinyeta, “Ikpíkyav (to fix again): Drawing from Karuk World Renewal to Contest

Settler Discourses of Vulnerability”

Congratulations to the following students for earning their Master’s Degrees in Sociology: David

B. Capelle, Christine C. Capili, Myra Haverda, Meredith A. Jacobson, Bex Macfife, Mahindra

Mohan Kumar, David Purucker, Justin Z. Szasz, Jinsun Yang, Wenyi Yang.

Among the numerous winners of this year’s annual graduate



student awards include Haisu Huang and Amanda Sikirica, recipients of the Wasby-Johnson

Dissertation Award, Em Beecher, recipient of the Lawrence Carter Graduate Student Research

Award and Myra Haverda, recipient of the Joan Acker Graduate Fellowship. For a complete list

of this year’s award recipients, click here.

Graduate students continue to publish and earn recognition for the research:

Mahindra Mohan Kumar was recently awarded a National Science Foundation Graduate

Research Fellowship, one of the most prestigious fellowships available to graduate students. His

dissertation research will focus on how social workers working in under-funded crisis response

programs, like CAHOOTS in Eugene, “have been asked to solve systemic issues such as

houselessness, mental health and poverty” as described in this recent Around the O article.

Diego Contreras-Medrano is featured in a recent Oregon Public Broadcasting report on a

farmworker overtime bill in Oregon: I'm writing to draw your attention to this OPB article about

the Farmworker overtime bill. He contributes important insights based upon his research on

farmworkers. You can read the report at opb.org .

Lola Loustaunau’s article, “No Choice but to Be Essential: Expanding Dimensions of Precarity

During COVID-19,” coauthored with Lina Stepick, Ellen Scott (current UO Faculty), and Larissa

Petrucci (‘22 UO PhD), won the Pacific Sociological Association’s 2022 Distinguished

Contribution to Sociological Perspectives Award. This award is given to the best article published

in the prior year in Sociological Perspectives. Congratulations to Lola and the entire research

team.

Bex MacFife recently published, "'There is no standard vulva:' Sanitized vs. contextualized

instruction of hands-on medical skills,” in Social Science & Medicine.

Alumni Notes

Hats off to the many alum who reached out or responded to our call for supporting critical

sociological studies at the UO! It was also wonderful to hear from some of you about your work,

careers, books, and contributions to social and environmental progress. Our common affiliation

to the UO Department of Sociology spans many decades and places. It is always wonderful to

hear from you, so please send your updates to Sociology@uoregon.edu

Here is a recent sampling of some achievements:

Congratulations to an extraordinary career achievement by Dr. Riley E. Dunlap (UO Ph.D., 1973),

Regents Professor and Dresser Professor Emeritus, Oklahoma State University for recognition as

https://around.uoregon.edu/content/uo-grad-students-cahoots-study-one-12-funded-nsf
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/02/27/farmworker-overtime-bill-moves-closer-to-final-passage/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/07311214211005491
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/07311214211005491
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.114807
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.114807


one of the most cited social scientists in the world! OSU emeritus professor among most cited

social scientists worldwide | Oklahoma State University

Congratulations to Dr. Debbie Storrs (Ph.D., 1996), Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor at UNC

Greensboro!

https://news.uncg.edu/uncg-announces-next-provost-and-executive-vice-chancellor/

Professor Nico Stehr (Ph.D., 1970) continues adding to an already large body of scholarship in

the sociology of knowledge, culture, environment, and the economy. His latest book builds on

his previous work on Knowledge Societies, focusing now on Knowledge Capitalism (Routledge

2022).

Dr. Michael Samano published a textbook this year, titled Ethnic Studies: Dissent is Patriotic. The

book has been in classrooms since September 2021.

Dr. John Scanzoni, (Ph.D. 1964) recently published “Sexual Bargaining in the Digital

Era—Crafting a New Normal” (Anthem Press/2021)

Dr. Dan Knapp (Ph.D., 1969) continues to put sociological knowledge to practice in helping

advance the Zero Waste movement.  His accomplishments with Urban Ore (Berkeley, CA) are

exemplary.  The organization, as Dan notes, “bats way above its weight in the global movement

toward Zero Waste.”

We look forward to hearing from more of you and your many accomplishments.
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